Plasminogen activator in human gingival tissue adjacent to dental implants.
The installment of endosseous dental implants has become an accepted treatment procedure, and the long-term clinical results appear excellent. The composition of the soft tissue environment, however, is different from that around natural teeth. One characteristic of original junctional epithelium is its association with plasminogen activator (PA) activity. In 11 patients with a total of 30 ITI hollow-screw titanium dental implants, 16 biopsies were taken. Histologic cryostat sections were assayed for the presence of PA in the junctional epithelium. The results demonstrated that junctional epithelium around titanium implants yields PA activity in a manner very similar to that of natural teeth. The ability to produce this enzyme activity is not related to the developmental origin of the junctional cells, but to their position and function at the base of the gingival sulcus.